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                                                 September 2015 /Elul/Tishri 5776 
 
 
High Holiday Schedule 2015/5776 
 
 
Sunday, 9/13  7:00 p.m.  Concert of Sacred Music, Rosh Hashanah Evening  Service  
(Oneg with home-baked honey cake following the service). 
   
Monday, 9/14 9:00 a.m. Service for Rosh Hashana first day.  
   9:30 a.m.  Children’s Service 
   10:45 a.m. Shofar at the Menorah  
12:15 p.m. Tashlich (don’t forget your bread pieces) 
                                             
Tuesday, 9/15 9:00 a.m.  Service for second day Rosh Hashana 
 
Sunday, 9/20  10:00 a.m.  Come and help build the Temple Sukkah! 
   1:00 p.m.  Cemetery Visits 
 
Tuesday, 9/22 6:00 p.m. Service for Kol Nidre 
Wednesday, 9/23 9:00 a.m.  Service for Yom Kippur morning 
4:00 p.m.       Service for Yom Kippur afternoon  
    4:45 p.m.      Study and discussion with the Rabbi 
  6:15 p.m.      Yizkor Service 
   7:40 p.m.      Breaking the fast - Please RSVP! 
 
Saturday, 9/27 10:00 a.m. Service for Sukkot Celebration &  
     Potluck meal – Please RSVP! 
Saturday, 10/3 9:30 a.m. Service for Shabbat of Sukkot 
   10:30 a.m. Ecclesiastes Studies – Chapter 2 
   11:00 a.m.  Yizkor Service 
 





FROM THE RABBI… 
Hi Everyone. 
 
      While the Rosh Hashanah holiday, its traditions and 
observances are intimately familiar to us, its origins in the Torah 
remain obscure. The Torah simply refers to the holiday that we 
now call Rosh Hashanah as “Yom Teruah,” a day of Teruah. The 
word “Teruah” means something like “loud noise” or “shouting.” 
While our tradition interprets the word “Teruah” to refer to the 
sounding of the Shofar, the Torah makes no mention of Shofar in 
connection with this holiday.  Perhaps more significantly, the Torah 
does not supply any explanation of why we are told to make this 
day a “Day of Teruah,” simply assuming that its meaning would be 
universally understood. 
      A clue can be found in the First Century translation/commentary known as Targum Onkelos, the translation of 
Onkelos. (Special thanks to my good friend Sam Kohn for pointing me in this direction). Onkelos was a scholar 
who translated the Torah into the vernacular language of Aramaic. Targum Onkelos is perhaps our earliest extant 
Torah commentary and as such can provide an insight into what the Torah originally intended. When Onkelos 
came to the word “Teruah” in the context of Rosh Hashana, he translated the phrase “Yom Teruah” to mean “a 
day of wailing.” Okay, but why are we wailing and what are we wailing for? 
      An analogy: Throughout the 19
th
 century, every Old Country wedding began with what was called in Yiddish a 
“Kale Baveynen." Just before the wedding ceremony, every East European Jewish bride was encouraged to cry. Not 
just to cry, but to sob, bawl and wail. The musicians played mournful music as a “badkhn” (kind of a folk 
poet/jester) composed rhyming couplets reminding the bride that she was leaving behind her loving family, her 
forgiving mother and relatively easy life in favor of a life of hard work, and sometimes misery,  a (usually) 
judgmental and demanding mother-in-law, as well as the pain of bearing and raising children and taking care of 
her new husband and household. The point of this was to allow the bride to truly and fully grieve for her lost 
youth, and, with her grief out of the way, be able to look forward to her new life, and also be able to rejoice at her 
own wedding, focusing on her good fortune at finding a groom—not something to be taken for granted. 
      Another analogy: In the modern State of Israel, Yom Ha’atzmaut (Independence Day) is preceded by Yom 
Hazikaron (Memorial Day). It is only after each Israeli family has fully grieved for their loved ones (and everyone 
else) who died defending their country that they can begin to celebrate the miracle of the State of Israel. 
      A new year is a mixed blessing. We look forward to its possibilities as we mourn the year that is now forever 
behind us.  We mourn loved ones, friends and acquaintances that we will never see again. We mourn the 
multitudes who died of natural disasters and, worse, those who died by each other’s hand. We mourn those who 
were murdered by our fellow Jews in the name of religion (something we fortunately don’t have to do every year, 
but unfortunately this year, multiple times). But most of all we mourn the year that we, ourselves, will never get 
back. Even if we used the time well (and especially if we did not), we can’t help but grieve as another page in the 
oh-so- thin calendar of years that we have been given is ripped away. We notice every new wrinkle, every new 
gray hair, the parts of our body that don’t work as well, our ever expanding repertoire of medicines… 
      The Torah in its wisdom gave us the gift of a day of wailing so that we don’t poison each day of the New Year 
grieving for what we no longer have—a day to fully embrace our grief over yet another year that is no longer, and 
the realization that we are now one year closer to the ends of our lives. And with that out of the way we can 
approach the New Year with enthusiasm, energy, optimism and gratitude. We can appreciate each new day for 
what it is: a glorious gift of life to be fully enjoyed, savored and used well.  
      So as we listen to the sound of the Shofar, let us open the floodgates of our hearts and eyes and give ourselves 
permission to cry sob and wail over the year that we will never get back. It’s what the Torah ordered. And with our 
grief out of the way, may we be able to appreciate the miracle of simply being alive each day of the coming year. 
 




       
 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   
L'shana tova! Happy New Year to you and your family!!  
     I hope you're feeling as energized as I am from a year with the 
Dresdner/Mayer family. Rabbi Sruli and Rebbetzin Lisa are like Energizer 
bunnies, and it is contagious. Programming is fun and even more 
prolific, attendance is way up and interest in 'all things Temple' has re-
invigorated. Even the wider secular community and all the Jewish 
communities in Maine have taken notice. A dozen new member families 
have joined Temple Shalom since Sruli came on board. Minyan never 
lacks a minyan. Learning is interesting, insightful and in touch with our 
everyday lives. And music is everywhere. It's been a great year to 
celebrate being Jewish!  
     It's also the start of my last year as your President. We have term limits for a reason. Community 
involvement is key to a healthy synagogue family. While your leaders are responsive to your needs, the 
best way to get anything done is to step in (up?) and make it happen. We have families of all different 
shapes and sizes, and each type has different needs. Young families in particular are under-represented 
in our leadership and on our committees. Your children should see your commitment to Judaism. This is 
just as important as coaching their soccer team or leading their Brownie troop.  
     And for those of us who have been there, done that, and no longer have children at home...........The 
Temple still has relevance for us. Our needs have just changed. Now may be the optimal time for you to 
volunteer even MORE! It's never too late to start. Your life experiences can help steer this Temple well 
into the future.  
     And that is my goal for this year. With your help, we can build towards a strong future. The 
foundation is already there. I know there is someone among you who will take the reins for the next 2 - 
4 years. You'll be surprised at how much support you get from behind-the-scenes. Let's all be good role 
models to our youngest members.  
 
     New joys, new hopes, new beginnings...... May the New Year renew your happiness and fill each 
day with wonderful moments. From my family to yours........................Lesli Weiner, President  
 
       
    
HIGH HOLIDAY SEATING 
      Seat Selection for reserved seating for the High Holidays will be held during regular Temple office 
hours starting on Thursday, September 3 at 9:00 a.m.   The same policy as last year is in effect:  There 
is a charge of $100.00 per adult seat (whether reserved or not), no charge for children living at home 
under the age of 21, or Bates and other full-time college students.  Reserved seats are only for the first 
morning of Rosh Hashanah, Kol Nidrei, and the morning of Yom Kippur. All other services are entirely 
"open seating".   
      Non-members and visitors: though we don't post a guard at the door, (a common practice 
elsewhere, which our Board finds distasteful), we do ask that those who pray with us on the holidays 
pay $125.00 per person.   









!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!BOOK GROUP NEWS!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
     For summer reading we chose a short book with a long title: Lady Almina and the Real Downton 
Abbey: The Lost Legacy of Highclere Castle by The Countess of Carnarvon. 
Bonnie Faiman, Adele Silverman, Elinor Goldblatt, Helene Perry, Bertha 
Bodenheimer and me, Lesli Weiner, attended the August 10th meeting. 
We were all fans of the TV series and really appreciated the extra 
background color this non-fiction book gave us. The author researched the 
Highclere archives, contemporary periodicals and previous family memoirs 
and bios. So we were able to contrast the lives of the fictional TV characters with the real residents of 
Highclere, but also appreciate all the similarities and attention to detail to history that Downton Abbey 
has brought to so many viewers. If you read this book you'll enjoy the personal traipse through this 
historical era. One of my favorite revealed tidbits was that Lady Almina's husband, the Fifth Earl of 
Carnarvon, working with Howard Carter, discovered King Tut's Tomb in Egypt. Who knows what else 
you'll find out within the pages......  
     Our next author, David Liss, is one we've already read, twice. It's appropriate that the title of his 
latest book, The Day of Atonement: A Novel, is the book we're discussing just before Yom Kippur. Liss is 
a master of the historical thriller and this one paints a vivid picture of the waning days of the Inquisition, 
and of the truly evil religious leaders who led it. The following is a synopsis from Amazon:  
     "Sebastião Raposa is only thirteen when his parents are unjustly imprisoned, never to be seen again, 
and he is forced to flee Portugal lest he too fall victim to the Inquisition. But ten years in exile only serve 
to whet his appetite for vengeance. Returning at last to Lisbon, in the guise of English businessman 
Sebastian Foxx, he is no longer a frightened boy but a dangerous man tormented by violent impulses. 
Haunted by the specter of all he has lost—including his exquisite first love—Foxx is determined to right 
old wrongs by punishing an unforgivable enemy with unrelenting fury.  
     Well schooled by his benefactor, the notorious bounty hunter Benjamin Weaver, in the use of wits, 
fists, and a variety of weapons, Foxx stalks the ruthless Inquisitor priest Pedro Azinheiro. But in a city 
ruled by terror and treachery, where money and information can buy power and trump any law, no 
enemy should be underestimated and no ally can be trusted. Having risked everything, and once again 
under the watchful eye of the Inquisition, Foxx finds his plans unraveling as he becomes drawn into the 
struggles of old friends—and new enemies—none of whom, like Lisbon itself, are what they seem.  
     Compelled to play a game of deception and greed, Sebastian Foxx will find himself befriended, 
betrayed, tempted by desire, and tormented by personal turmoil. And when a twist of fate turns his 
carefully laid plans to chaos, he will be forced to choose between surrendering to bloodlust or serving 
the cause of mercy."  
     Please join us on MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 at 4 PM for a romp through this compelling story of 






YOM KIPPUR BREAK-THE-FAST 
There will be a Break-the-Fast this year on Wednesday, September 23.  All are welcome. 
There is no set fee required; as we have in the past, we ask for donations to help defray 
our costs. Suggested donations; $5 per person (child or adult). For those who observe 
the traditional prohibition against carrying money on Yom Kippur, there will be slips of 
paper next to our donation jar. Write an "I.O.U." and you'll be billed.  This is a 
catered food event and we need to know that you will be attending, please 





FAMILY HEBREW SCHOOL BEGINS – SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH! 
 
 Lisa and I are so excited about the coming Hebrew School year! 
 
First, we welcome Ortal Rabi-Labrecque, direct from Israel who will head up our 
Hebrew language curriculum. She is in Israel right now—shopping for books and fun and 
educational materials.  We are also excited to welcome her two daughters to our school! 
Second, we are moving to an open classroom format. The Hebrew school day 
will now be divided into different sections: Small groups for Hebrew language development. Larger, 
age-appropriate groups for Torah, history, art, culture and Israel studies.  Everyone together for music 
and dance! 
Third, we are looking forward to having volunteers from the Temple, Bates College and our teen 
graduates, to assist individual or small group learning. 
Fourth, although we are still a “Family Hebrew School,” we have decided to make parent 
participation optional. Drop off your kids and go, or stay and learn—your choice! 
Lisa and I were SO proud of our Temple Shalom Hebrew Schoolers who came to the Augusta 
Funtensive a few weeks ago eager to learn and play— in Hebrew! They even taught all the other kids 
three Israeli songs! 
We are continuing our very successful Family Shabbat program which substitutes a Family 
Shabbat service for a Hebrew School Sunday approximately once a month. 
Important: please make sure that we have good contact information for weather cancellation 
notifications and please make sure to confirm that Hebrew School has not been cancelled before leaving 
your homes during the winter months. We will make every effort not to cancel Hebrew School unless 
absolutely necessary but please understand that road conditions vary by community and street.  
Lisa and I are working very hard to ensure that our Hebrew School students really learn basic 
Hebrew language and Synagogue skills, have excellent Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparation, a well-rounded 
knowledge of Jewish holidays and culture as well as a lifelong love for Judaism and Israel. 






SHABBAT SERVICES REMINDER  
Shabbat morning services begin at 9:30 am each week. We have a prayer service 
from 9:30 to 10:30 followed by Torah Study from 10:30 to 11:30. Please feel free to 
attend either or both segments.  





SPEEDY RECOVERY      
           We pray for refuah sh’leimah – the full and speedy recovery of Deborah 
Frank Burdo, Michelle Lisi Deloro, Fleck Family, Christie James, Elizabeth 
Johnson, Mark Johnson, Peggy Kraemer, Sandy Miller, Doug Murphy, Richard 
Rau, Joel Salberg, Shamilla, Esther Shapiro, David Sisk, Roger Sutherberg, Toby 
Wallach, Neal Weiner, and all others who are not well at this time. 
 We like to hear good news! Whenever you request that a name be put on 




If you are observing a yahrzeit and are planning to come to Thursday morning 
minyan to say Kaddish, we urge you to contact Bob Laskoff (ral@laskofflaw.com) and 
let him know so that he can include that information in his weekly reminder email. It 
is your responsibility to call friends and neighbors to make sure there are enough 
people for the minyan. 
 
We all enjoy our Thursday morning Minyans and breakfast schmoozes.  





WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMEBERS! 
Please welcome our newest members to our Temple Shalom Family! 
 





Rabbi Sruli is always happy to speak with and meet with members or our Temple. 
Please call Rabbi Sruli on his cellphone at 914-980-9509 if you would like to speak 
with him or to arrange a time for a meeting. You can also call or leave a message at 
the Temple office and Rabbi Sruli will get back to you. 





ROSH HASHANAH BUZZ WITH PJ LIBRARY 
Tuesday, September 8
th
 – 5:30-7 pm at Bowdoin College, Brunswick 
Join PJ Library for a sweet welcome to the New Year. Meet some visiting bees, learn how they create 
honey and taste a few different types of honey. A pizza dinner and Rosh Hashanah stories will round out 





   
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO 
Carla Marcus & Lawrence Mohr    Sept  1  
Cathy & Stan Tetenman               3 
Anne & David Allen     9 
Jennifer & Joseph Worthy             11 
John & Linda Isaacson                         13 
Hilmar & Phyllis Graber Jensen            17 
Susan & David Teich             19 
Carmen Comeau & Stuart Cohen        20 
Scott & Jennifer Kaplan             27
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO 
Brian Auster   Sept   5 
Daniel Rausch        6 
Michael Laskoff        7 
Barbara Goodman   15 
Kenai Rodrigue    15 
Sophia Shraiberg   15 
Chrissy Zidle    16 
Doretta Shapiro   19 
Hilmar Jensen    20 
Tallus Miles    21 
Helene Perry    21 
Adam Platz    23 
Sarah Kutzen    24 
Lewis Perry    25 
Jackie Wilner    25 
Peer Graham    26 
Joel Olstein    28 
Noah Sherwood   29 
Jessica Jensen    30 
Rachel Jensen    30 





SEPTEMBER 2014 YAHRZEITEN 
(Yahrzeits begin at nightfall on the evening prior  
to the date listed below) 
 
Harry Allen    1 
Ann Frankel    2 
Arthur Salberg    2 
Hyman Rubenstein   3 
David Krasner    3 
Peter Isaacson    5 
Rebecca Cohen Schaffer  9 
David Feldman    12 
Charles Schneidman   12 
Alfred Pennamacoor   13 
Frieda Barr    15 
Winnie Plavnick   17 
Paul Krasner    18 
Louis Fishman    20 
Ann Forin    22 
Charlotte Shapiro   22 
Kathleen Cawthon   23 
Natalie Cohen    24 
Jeffrey Bell    26 
Samuel Nussinow   26 
Natalie Abromson   28 




MaChadash/What’s New is published monthly by 
Temple Shalom, Synagogue-Center. Temple Shalom is 
an independent congregation and a member of the 
Lewiston-Auburn Jewish Federation. 
 
The mission of Temple Shalom, Synagogue-Center is 
to foster a strong Jewish identity and an active Jewish 
Community. 
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   In memory of Lester Miller 
Cathy & Stan Tetenman 
   In honor of Irving Isaacson’s 100
th
  birthday 
Adele & Morris Silverman 
   In honor of Lesli & Neal Weiner’s 40
th
 
   anniversary 
Phyllis & Leonard Bell 
   In memory of Hyman I. Bell 
Ellen & Aaron Burke 
   In honor of Helene & Lewis Perry’s 55
th
 
   anniversary 
Bonnie & Larry Faiman 
   In honor of Adele Silverman’s 80
th
 birthday 
   In honor of Lesli & Neal Weiner’s 40
th
 
   anniversary 
   In honor of Matt Moskowitz’s 80
th
 birthday 
   To Malca Wilner – thanks for the plants 
Harriet & Behzad Fakhery 
   In memory of David Feldman 
Michael Gagne 
   In honor of Lesli & Neal Weiner’s 40
th
 
   anniversary 
   In honor of Morris & Adele Silverman’s 
   50
th
 anniversary 
BODENHEIMER PASSOVER FUND 
Bertha Bodenheimer 
   In honor of Lesli & Neal Weiner’s 40
th
 
   anniversary 
COHEN/LEVOY GARDEN FUND 
Stuart & Carmen Cohen 
   In memory of Rebecca Cohen Schaffer 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
Marcia & Manuel Plavin 
   In memory of Howard Sakolsky 
LIBRARY FUND 
Sandra & Allen Miller 
   In memory of Dorothy Miller 
Estelle Rubinstein 




MARCUS MEMORIAL GARDEN FUND 
Carla Marcus 
   In memory of Fannye Roberts 
NUSSINOW NURSERY SCHOOL FUND 
Funds are used to support the Temple Shalom Nursery/Preschool 
Adele & Morris Silverman 
   In memory of Pearl Brody 
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Melissa Johnson 
   In memory of Alfred Pennamacoor 
 
 
ABROMSON MEMORIAL FUND 
BELL MEMORIAL CHAPEL FUND 
CEMETERY FUND 
EVE & GEORGE SHAPIRO MEMORIAL FUND 
FAMILY HEBREW SCHOOL FUND 
MINYANAIRES FUND  
MITZVAH FUND 
PULPIT/PRAYER BOOK FUND 
RABBINIC RETENTION FUND 
RANDALL SILVER LIBRARY FUND 
SHIRLEY GOODMAN MEMORIAL FUND 





























Temple Shalom, Synagogue-Center    
74 Bradman Street 
Auburn, ME  04210-6330 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
         DATED MATERIAL 













SEPTEMBER  AT TEMPLE SHALOM 
Thursday, 9/3,10,17,24 7:00 am Weekday morning minyan & breakfast at 
    9:00 am Call to reserve seats for High Holidays 
Saturday, 9/5,12,19,26  9:30 am Shabbat Service  
Sunday, 9/13   10:00 am Hebrew School begins 
7:00 pm Erev Rosh Hashana Service 
Monday, 9/14   9:00 am Rosh Hashana Service for 1
st
 Day  
    9:30 am Children’s Service  
    10:45 am Shofar at the Menorah 
    12:15 pm Tashlich 
Tuesday, 9/15   9:00 am Rosh Hashana Service for 2
nd
 Day 
Sunday, 9/20   10:00 am Hebrew School, Build the Sukkah 
    1:00 pm Cemetery Visits 
Monday, 9/21   4:00 pm Book Group 
    5:15 pm Program Committee Meeting 
    7:00 pm Temple Board Meeting 
Tuesday, 9/22   6:00 pm Service for Kol Nidrei 
Wednesday, 9/23  9:00 am Service for Yom Kippur 
    4:00 pm Yom Kippur afternoon service 
    4:45 pm Study & discussion with Rabbi 
    6:15 pm Yizkor Service 
    7:40 pm  Break-the-fast – please RSVP! 
Sunday, 9/27   10:00 am Service for Sukkot Celebration, Potluck Lunch 
      Hebrew School 
Monday, 9/28     Office Closed – Sukkot 
